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measuring prevalence of violence
against women in asia-pacific
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Articles 1 and 2 of the resolution provide the most widely used definition of violence against women.

Article One:

For the purposes of this Declaration, the term "violence against women" means any act of gender-based

violence that results in, or is likely to result in, physical, sexual or psychological harm or suffering to women,
Including threats of such acts, coercion or arbitrary deprivation of liberty, whether occurring in public or in private life.

Article Two:
Violence against women shall be understood to encompass, but not be limited to, the following:

a) Physical, sexual and psychological violence occurring in the family, including battering, sexual abuse of
female children in the household, dowry-related violence, marital rape, female genital mutilation and

other traditional practices harmful to women, non-spousal violence and violence related to exploitation;

b) Physical, sexual and psychological violence occurring within the general community, including rape,
sexual abuse, sexual harassment and intimidation at work, in educational institutions and elsewhere,
trafficking in women and forced prostitution;

c) Physical, sexual and psychological violence perpetrated or condoned by the State, wherever it occurs.
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https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Violence_against_women
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Battery_(crime)
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Child_sexual_abuse
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Child_sexual_abuse
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Dowry
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Marital_rape
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Female_genital_mutilation
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Sexual_exploitation
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Psychological_abuse
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Rape
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Sexual_abuse
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Sexual_harassment
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Human_trafficking
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Forced_prostitution
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Declaration_on_the_Elimination_of_Violence_Against_Women#cite_note-un-documents.net-2
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AThemajority of the violence against women is perpetrated by their

Intimate partner (husband or boyfriend) the person meant to love and
care for her the most and the person most difficult to report for abuse.

AMost women who experience violence from their intimate partner do not
want the relationship to end, they want the violence to stop.

Aln the majority of countries where we conduct prevalence surviegs, than
half of the women who experienced violence sought help of any sand
among those who didnost looked to family and friendas opposed to the

police, health services, counsellors or social workers. S
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ATalking to women on their own in a private setting

Listening to women and asking guestions

AKeeping conversatiorsnfidential ¢ let her know if something is not
confidential P nIT

AAsking questions gently and broad at first
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Listening to women and asking guestions

AFeeling unsafe is a caution flagomething to be explored further:

ATell me more about feeling unsafe, when does that happen? What doe:
that look like?

AWhen you feel unsafe what do you do? How do you keep yourself safe

http://cdhpi.cal/risk-assessmentisk-managementsafety-planning



http://cdhpi.ca/risk-assessment-risk-management-safety-planning
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AThere is not any single thing that tells us someone will be violent or abusi
to their partner. But there are indicators that tend to-ewist with abuse
and violence

A A history of previous assaults against the victim or others,
A Suicide and homicide attempts or threats by the perpetrator
A Prior arrests or trouble with the police by the perpetrator

A Instability of employment and income

A Drug and alcohol misuse

A Jealousy

A A sense of entitlement or possessiveness,

A Lack of empathy

A Violence towards animals

A Misogynist attitudes toward women
http://cdhpi.ca/risk-assessmentiskmanagementsafetyplanning ﬁ;gfj%kian



http://cdhpi.ca/risk-assessment-risk-management-safety-planning

Woman

experiencing

violence

Her family

MNational

SIS S

Disruption of education
Unable to go to work or
keep her job /
unemployment
Compromised job
performance

Financial difficulties
due to loss of income
or becoming sole-
income earner after
leaving violence
partner

Increased risk of low
socioeconomic status
Socially isolated
Difficulties participating
in society

Difficulties caring for
themselves and
family/children
Disruption in attending
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Low birth weight
infants

Difficulties at school
Behavioural issues
Compromised
emotional well-
being

Do not complete
school

Lack of
participation within
community
Increased demand
on support
services in the
community
Increased demand
on law
enforcement
Increased risk of
lower
socioeconomic
status within the
community

Absence from
work due to
violence
Increased demand
on health services
including hospital
admissions,
emergency
attendances and
even surgery
Increased demand
on the criminal
justice system
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(Heise, Ellsberg and
Gottemoeller 1999;
Jansen, Almeras and
Alvarez 2011;

Vyas and Watts 2009)
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All women experience gender inequality, but not in the same contexts
or with the same effects.

Intersectionality and violence against

A Women from migrant and refugee backgrounds
A Women living with disabilities

A Indigenous women

A Women who are lesbian, bisexual or transgender
A Women who live in rural and remote areas

A Women who are living in conflict afflicted zones

(Jansen, Almeras & Alvarez, 2011)
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across the life course NOWVAWdata

Pre birth \

Infancy
Reproductive
age

Childhood
Adapted from Watts and
Zimmerman 2002; Shane
Adolescence /

Women and girls experience violence
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Older age

and Ellsberg 2002
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Violence against Women

a@ X | vy égerideéblinsed@ iolencehat results in or is likely to result inphysical sexual or
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Intimate Partner Violence Nonpartner violence
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flancés, boyfriends, dating partners, etc. partner, e.g. parent, teacher, friend, sibling
other family member, stranger

Economic Physical Sexual [ Child sexua

Physical Sexual Psychological abusebefore

abUSe since age 15 since age 15 age 15

Controlling | Emotional
behaviour abuse
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Physical violence

e.g. slapping, pushing, biting, hair
pulling, kicking, throwing things,
choking, burning, using or threatening
to use a weapon such as a gun or knife

Sexual violence

e.g. forced/coerced intercourse,
unwanted touching, threats of sexual
violence

Psychological violence

e.g. prevented from seeing friends
and/or family, insisting on knowing
where she is at all times, verbal insults,
making her feel scared or intimidated

G

5.2.1.
Intimate
partner
violence
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Measuring the prevalence of violence against women

| am now going to ask you about some situations that are true for many women.
Does/did your current/most recent or any husband/partner generally do any of
the following?:

a) Tries to keep you from seeing your friends - Yes / No
b) Tries to restrict contact with your family of birth - Yes / No
c) Insists on knowing where you are at all times - Yes / No
d) Gets angry if you speak with another man - Yes / No
e) Is often suspicious that you are unfaithful - Yes / No
f ) Expects you to ask his permission before seeking health care for yourself -
Yes / No
If yes, has it happened in the last 12 months.




Legend:

Percentage of women who disclosed experience
of physical or sexual violence, or both, by an
intimate partner in their lifetime.

Percentage of women who disclosed experience
of physical or sexual violence, or both, by an
intimate partner in the last 12 months.

* Subnational data

WOMEN WHO EXPERIENCE INTIMATE PARTNER VIOLENCE, 2000 - 2018

UNFPA Asia and the Pacific Region




Key messages on prevalence e

A IPV is common everywhere

A Prevalence rates hide huge variations including between
countries, regions, population groups

A The variation shows us that violence is not inevitable

A Importance of understanding context and the story that the data
tells for effective policy, prevention and response

A Countries without any data, most countries only one data point
ssues with comparability

Prevalence data (surveys) will never capture the most severe
_imited capacity (technical skills and data literacy)
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